


1949
Thomas Gilcrease Museum opens

1987
Update to facility made possible 

by City of Tulsa and private funds

1954
A visionary City of Tulsa 

organized a successful bond 

issue to secure collection.

1954
Museum buildings and land 

deeded to City of Tulsa

2008
The University of Tulsa and 

City of Tulsa Partnership

2014
Helmerich Center for 

American Research opens



• Economic Development 
(Sales Tax Impact) 

 

• Connectivity 

 

• Education/Health  

 



• Crystal Bridges Opened in 2011 

• More than 2 million visitors in 4 years 

• Averages 500,000 in attendance 

• Lacks the premier collection like  

      Gilcrease Museum but has a  

      premier facility  



Source: Arts & Economic Prosperity IV – US Survey, Americans for the Arts. 2012.  



Source: Arts & Economic Prosperity IV – US Survey, Americans for the Arts. 2012.  



Source: *AAM Financial Information Survey, American Alliance of Museums 



Source: Public Opinion Survey, PLANiTULSA. 2008.  





119,000 sq ft Building Expansion: 
 Grand Entry & Great Hall 

 Children’s Discovery Space 

 State of the Art Traveling Exhibition Space 

 Expanded Permanent Exhibition Space 

 New Café and Coffee Shop 

 New Museum Shop 

 Expanded Restrooms and Facilities 

 Dedicated School Bus Drop-off 











Development of 460 Acre Site: 

 Trails 

 Outdoor Amphitheater 

 Play Areas 

 Parking 

 Ponds & Gardens 

 

 

 



 
 

1. Enlarged parking 

areas 

2. Festival areas to 

allow 

accommodation of 

larger events 

3. Expanded trail 

system  

4. Play areas and 

rest facilities allow 

increased activity 







1. Clean and reshape 
ponds.  

2. Provide recirculation 
water feature 

3. Reconstruct 
walkways 

4. Provide parking 
structure  

5. Planted roof on 
parking structure  

6. Use terraces between 
levels of the museum  

7. Improved access to 
the service area 

8. Extend connection to 
expanded paths 





Improved Gilcrease Museum 

Road: 
 Landscaping 

 Street Lights 

 Bike Trail 
 
 
 











Sales Tax Revenue  

• 500,000 + Visitors to Tulsa 

• International Tourism 

• Increase Tax Revenue (New $) 

 

Economic Development  

• Maximizing an Asset You Already Own 

• Needed Development to North Tulsa 

• Connects Gilcrease to Downtown & Region 

 

Quality of Life  

• Health & Wellness Activities 

• Center for Civic Engagement 

• Expanded Educational Opportunities 

 








